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Chapter 4.  Housing 

 
4.1 Introduction 

This chapter recognizes that a mix of different housing types that are available to families and 

individuals of all income levels is vital for making Warner a diverse, vibrant, and healthy 

community. Availability and affordability are integral to maintaining housing and community 

stability, and having housing available supports local businesses by allowing their employees to 

live close to where they work. 

Housing is an important aspect of infrastructure in any town, just like streets, a sewer system, a 

library, or a town hall. Not only are the type, size, and location of housing important, but also 

the availability and cost of that housing.  

Since the town’s previous 2011 Master Plan, housing vacancy rates throughout New Hampshire 

have decreased while prices have increased. In early 2024, the median purchase price for homes 

in Warner rose to $420,000. Vacancy rates for all rental units was .7%, and the Merrimack 

County median monthly gross rent for a two-bedroom unit was $1,500. The lack of housing 

stock and rising prices make it difficult to find an affordable place to live, or even to afford and 

maintain ones existing housing.  

 

Individuals of different ages with different family sizes and income levels have different needs 

when it comes to housing. Availability and affordability are integral to maintaining housing and 

community stability, and having housing available supports local businesses by allowing their 

employees to live close to where they work. Further, housing development, and the 

distribution of housing, affects where people decide to center their lives in relation to their 

workplaces and community. As such, this chapter recognizes that a mix of different housing 

types that are available to families and individuals of all income levels is vital for making Warner 

a diverse, vibrant, and healthy community. 
 

Likewise, a majority of 

Warner residents continue to 

emphasize the value of “rural 

character” as a large part of 

“what makes Warner, 

Warner,” or what makes 

Warner a desirable 

community different from a 

city or suburban area. Often, 

rural character involves what 

buildings look like, where 

they’re located, and the scale 

of development. This rural character is essential to Warner’s existing infrastructure, 

community, and the wishes of its residents. However, rather than seeing rural character as 

competing or mutually exclusive to a community with a healthy mix of housing that residents 
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can afford, this chapter also recognizes that the Town can encourage the development of 

housing in a way that maintains the character of the existing community. 

 

This chapter will shed light on what type of housing already exists in Warner, what housing-

related challenges residents are facing, what it means to be a “rural” community, a review of 

the town’s current zoning framework with regard to housing, and recommendations for how 

the Town can create a healthy mix of housing stock moving forward. 


